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An Abridgment of the Caſe of the Cities, Corporations and Market- 
© Towns of England, moft humbly Repreſented to the Right Honourable 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament Aſſembled. 
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HE ſaid Corporations, Markets, and Market-Towns (which are the Wombs of Trade) 
together with all the Production and Staples of this Noble Realm (wherein their Lord- 


ſhips are ſo great Proprietors, and fo highly Intereſted) do encreaſe their ReipeCtive 

Rentsand Values, accordiag to the Incouragement they receive by mutual Commerce, 
and that Commerce its Improvement trom ſuch Regulations as our former Laws have Aim'd at 
bur not Accompliſhed, by reaſon ot the Difficulries that have been found in purting the tame in 
Execution 2 | 

For {o it is, That the preſent Irregularities of Pedling and Hawking by Foot and Horſe. 
Packmen, and ſuch Waandring and Unaccountablc Pertoas, Fhar they E a 

[. Can neither themſelves be duly Taxed, nor made Serviceable to the Offices and Duties of 
the Publick, but on the contrary. | 

iT. Do Undermine, Diſcourage and Ruine many Thouſands of Honeſt, Lawful, Settled 
Traders and ManutaCturers, and their Numerous Families, by which, 

ITI. They cauſe great Impoveriſhment and Devaſtations in the. ſaid Markets and Towns 
and conſequently the Ditimprovement and Downfall of the Rents and Profits both in, abour, or 
near the ſame. ; 

I V. They are the Occaſion of the Making, Vending, and Dilſperſing of Uncuſtomed, Im- 
perfe&t, and Deceirful Warcs, and the Deceiving and Abuling, and ſometimes the Robbing 
and Deſtroying Their Majcſties Good Subjzts, and Corrupting their Seryants. 

V. Tothe great hindrance of Their Majeſties Revenue, in their Taxes, Cuſtoms, Exciſe 
and Poſtage of Letters, cipecially croſs the Countreys ; ” 


V I. To the Hindrance and Diſcouragement of Serying Apprenticeſhips, and thereby Ex- 
- poſing Youth to great Hazards and Misfortuncs. 
VII. To the preventing of Good Neighbourhood, Credit; and conſequently the Conſi 
tion of Goods and Commodities of Engliſh Growth and Manufacture. : xe 
V I. To the rendring Ulelefs both Merchants, Shop-keepers, Artifficers, Ships of Burthen, 


and Trade to Remoter Parts, and conſequently, 
' TI X. To make this Potent Iſland more weak and obnoxious to the Power of France. 8c, 


To prevent all which, and butto re-inforce our former Laws, the Bill now before thek Lord- * 
ſhips, ntituled, 4 Bil to prevent the Decay of Trade in Cities, Corporations, and Marhet-Towns in 
England, is moſt humbly Recommended to the Fayour of their Lordſhips, by the Inhabitants 
thereof ; in which Bill all Wandring Traders (except for Proviſions) are generally] imited with 
due Liberty to all Makers of Goods, with. permiſſion ro ſuch Pedlers, as are duly Qualified, to 
take Houſes and Shops, 'and to Live (as other tair T raders) within the Limits of the Laws. 


B<I* The above-mentioned is humbly Offer'd asa plain Conſequent from the Premiſes. 
by which all Objeftions are Anſwer'd, and the Matters of Fatt Atteſted bur by 
roo many Witneſſes from all Parts ofthe Kingdom. | 


Note, That ſince the Petitioners could not prevail for the Paſſing their Bill 

into a Law, they have been Adviſedby their Councel well to Conſider the 

ſeveral Statutes formerly Provided, Fd their Relief, and not to rudge 

to be at ſome Charge, more Effettually to Proſecute the ſame,in ſuch man« 

ner as from time to time they ſhall be Adviſed. g 
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